NEWS RELEASE — from the FACC (Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs)
Proposals for Sustainable Ferry Service

VICTORIA, 3 May 2007 — The Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs have presented the provincial
government with a package of urgent proposals they believe will help mitigate the serious
situation facing users of 22 ferries routes to coastal communities in BC.

The FACC met with senior staff of the Transportation Ministry on Friday. The Ministry is in the
process of deciding what it will contribute to ferry service for the second term of its service contract
with BC Ferries (PT2). The Province must finalize its decision by June 30.

The FACC has identified several key issues for government:

1. Unprecedented fare increases are harming coastal communities. Preliminary fares for PT2 are
more than three times the projected rate of inflation. They come on top of average increases
of more than 50% that took effect in the first term of the service contract (PT1.) Only the
Province’s contribution can lower the announced fare hikes.

2. The long-term viability of ferry service is in question. It is unlikely to generate projected
ridership and revenue in PT2, given the flat or decreasing figure in PT1, during a time of
increasing population. Additional PT?2 fare increases will only aggravate the trend.

3. Current and future ferry travellers are bearing the cost of past infrastructure neglect.

4. The legislated mandate to move the smaller routes toward user pay, which is already
happening, and to reduce the Province’s contribution over time, is causing widespread concern.
Pursuing this mandate will precipitate a crisis in ferry service on the 22 routes.

The FACC proposes the following:

1. The Province develop, with FACC and BC Ferries, a “Ferry Dependent Community
Strategy” to ensure long-term viability of service on the affected routes. The strategy
would be reflected in the contract adjustments for PT2.

2. The Province consider adjusting the service fee contributions for PT2, as it has for the
northern routes, with respect to capital costs and the fuel cost backlog.

3. Provincial contributions through PT?2 be adjusted with the rate of inflation.

4. The contract for PT2 include flexibility to accommodate service level adjustments for
more efficient and effective service, as measures are identified.

5. The contract include a consultation protocol among all parties involved in ferry service: the
Transportation Minister, BC Ferries, the BC Ferry Commissioner and the FACC, which
comprises 12 committees, with representatives selected by local governments.

As the Province considers its next step, the FACC urges all people who use and depend on
affected routes, and who recognize the importance of transportation across the province, to
contact provincial representatives to convey their experience and views.

FACC Contacts:

Denman-Hornby, Tony Law ceec @telus.net 250-335-1155

Bowen Island, Terry Cotter, tcotter2 @telus.net 604-947-0843
Quadra-Cortes, John Sprungman, sprungman@twincomme.ca 250-935-6332
Thetis-Kuper, Ian Ralston, pas @pacificcoast.net 250-246-4774

Gabriola Island, Andre Lemieux, andre.lemieux @shaw.ca 250-247-9889
Gambier-Keats, Joyce Clegg, jaclegg @primesignal.com 604-886-2763

North and Central Coast, Steve Smith, ssmith@ cresthotel.bc.ca 250-624-1974
Northern Sunshine Coast, Greg Aivazoff, histump @yahoo.ca 604-485-0045
Saltspring Island, Bob Jones, 2701td @saltspring.com 250-537-5514

Southern Gulf Islands, Dave Dryer, innonpender @ cablelan.net 250-629-3353
Southern Sunshine Coast, Jakob Knaus, falconjk@telus.net 604 885 7793
Pt.McNeill-Sointula-Alert Bay, Jo Mrozewski, jo@runninglight.ca 250-974-9913




